Cultural Instructions 



as applied to 

Western Canada 

While somewhat brief they 'will be found both 
Valuable and helpful 


Published by 

A. E. McKenzie Co. Ltd. 

Seedsmen to Western Canada 

Brandon, Man. Calgary, Alta 




GLOBE ARTICHOKE 

(1 oz. to 100 feet) 

This vegetable is not as extensively grown as it deserves. In 
France where it is cultivated on a large scale, it is much appreci¬ 
ated when eaten raw or boiled like Asparagus. To obtain 
the best results the seed should be sown early in May on soil 
which is deep, rich and moist in drills 4 feet apart and the plants 
thinned out to 3 feet apart, or the seed may be sown on hot beds 
in March or April, pricked out when large enough and ultimate¬ 
ly planted out as above. 


ASPARAGUS 

(3 ozs. to 100 foot row 8000 plants to an here) 

To have any success at all in the culture of this popular veget¬ 
able, the site selected for the beds must be thoroughly well drain¬ 
ed as the roots will not thrive if planted on land which holds 
moisture. The soil most adapted for the culture of Asparagus 
is a deep rich sandy loam. On soil such as this, the roots may 
be planted on the flat but when the ground is at all heavy or re¬ 
tentive,the beds should be raised from 4 to 6 inches and prepared 
by removing the top spading and adding to it a mixture compos¬ 
ed of old mortar rubbish, sand or burnt earth. 

In the preparation of the land, previous to the reception of the 
roots, we recommend that the ground should be deeply dug in 
the fall and well enriched with half rotten barnyard manure. In 
the spring when the ground is in fit condition, mark out beds 
either 3 feet or 5 feet wide. 

In the smaller bed 2 rows should be drawn 9 ins. from either 
side and the roots planted 12 to 15 inches asunder. 

In 5 ft. beds three rows would be ample. The roots should be 
spread out carefully at the bottom of the trench which should be 
6 inches deep and fill in soil to the level. 

l.jWhen the foliage changes color in the fall, cut them off and af¬ 
ter the ground has been worked over in the spring give a dressing 
of about 2 inches of good fat manure. 

Seed may be sown as soon as the land can be worked in the 
spring in rows 12 to 15 inches apart and thin out when plants are 
6 inches high to 15 inches between the plants. 

Asparagus should not be cut until the second year after the 
roots have been planted and then only sparingly or else the roots 
will be weakened and seriously effect future years cropping. 

Precaution. When roots reach you, and the beds are not 
ready, place in moist earth iri a cool cellar to prevent shrivelling. 

BEANS BUSH 

(2 lbs. to 100 feet) 

To ensure success in cultivation of this vegetable it is essential 
that the land should be well prepared for the reception of the 

In this section,plantings are are generally made about the third 
week in May. Sow the seeds in drills from 18 to 36 inches apart 
according to the method of culture to be followed. 

When the rough leaf appears thin out from 8 to 12 inches apart 
Give frequent cultivations when the vines are dry and draw up 
the soil towards the plants when hoeing. During dry weather 
water occasionally though usually Beans can withstand drouth 
exceedingly well. 

BROCCOLI 

Same culture as Cabbage. 


BRUSSELS SPROUTS 


Cultivation similar to Cabbage, with the exception that they 
require a longer season of growth. The flavor of the Sprouts is 
much improved after frost. 


(1 oz. to SO feet, 5 lbs. to 6 lbs. per acre) 

Seed should be planted about the middle May on land which 
has been enriched for the previous crop. The ground should be 
deeply dug and before sowing the surface should be worked over 
with a fork and put into good tilth by raking. . Sow the seed in 
drills 2 inches deep and in rows 18 inches asunder, eventually 
thinning out the plants to 9 inches apart. Keep the rows free 
from weeds. 

CABBAGE 

(1 oz, to 2503 plants) 


_ _ __„_ ... _list sheltered 

spot. The site selected for this crop should be deeply dug and 
we'l manured previous to planting-. In the Canadian west the 
best method of culture is by Starting the seeds in cold frames ra¬ 
ther than hotbeds. Commence by placing 8 or 10 inches of rich 
light soil in the frame, press down firmly and sow the seed thinly 
in rows 4 ins. apart about the last week in April, eventually thin- 
ing out the plants to 3 ins. asunder,giving air whenever weather- 
permits. Should the nights be cold, protection ean be afforded 
by placing straw mats or light covering over the the frames. 
Transplant the plants to their permanent quarters in rows 2 feet 
apart for the smaller varieties and 3 ft. for the larger kinds. For 
field culture, the rows should be 3 and one-half ft. apart to permit 
of horse cultivation. The best time for planting out is after a 
slight rain otherwise it wi[l be necessary to puddle the holes. 

Frequent cultivation is necessary to promote growth 
and during the growing season 2 or 3 applications of nitrate of 
soda, applied at intervals of 2 weeks and at the rate of 100 lbs. 
per acre would be beneficial to the crop, providing it is worked in 
around the plants either with hoe or cultivator. 


CABBAGE SAVORY 

Sow seed broadcast in beds about the middle of April until the 
third week in May, and plant out when large enough as advised 
for cabbage and follow same treatment. 

CARROT 

Garden. (1 oz to 100 feet of drill.) Deep sandy .loam which 
has been tilled is the ideal soil for raising successful crops. The 
ground should be deeply dug for the reception of the seeds and on 
a site which has been well enriched for the previous crop. Sow 
the seed towards the end of April in shallow drills 15 to 18 inches 
apart. The crop should be thinned gradually, leaving the plants 
at the last time of going over 6 to 10 inches asunder. 

Field. Sow in drills 2 to 3 feet apart, from the middle of April 
to middle of May, when the plants are large enough, commence 
thinning out and keep the land well cultivated to procure satis¬ 
factory returns. Iri the first stages of growth we recommend 
shallow tillage as they form very shallow roots but when once the 
the plants are well rooted, till deeper once or twice. 
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The ground should be deeply dug and well enriched with good 
barnyard manure. As soon as the ground is ready select long 
straight roots 8 to 10 inches long, having a single crown and 
plant 1 foot each way covering with about 6 inches of soil. Fresh 
plantations should be made each year as old roots do not give 
satisfaction. Lift roots in the fall and store in sand or ashes. 
Horseradish can be planted on the same piece of land for years. 

KALE 

(1 oz. to 2500 plants). Any soil is suitable for the culture of this 
vegetable giving preference to those of heavy texture. See that 
the soil has been previously worked into a friable condition before 
sowing the seed broadcast. Growth wi;l be encouraged by thin- 
ing out the plants. When large enough transplant to their per¬ 
manent quarters in rows 2 and one-half feet apart each way and 
when possible choose showery weather for the work. Check weed 
growth by frequent cultivation. 

KOHL RABI 

( One half oz. to 100 ft. row). This vegetable thrives best when 
grown on heavy soil. Seed should be sown in early spring as 
soon as the ground is in excellent working order. Rows should 
be drawn 18 inches apart and the plants thinned out from 4 to 6 
inches asunder. The early Vienna varieties are most suited for 
table use. Larger sorts such as Goliath Purple are more adapted 
for stock feed and require a little more space beween plants in 
the rows. 

LEEK 

(1 oz. to 100 ft. row). This vegetable is much prized for flavor¬ 
ing soups. Requires a light rich soil which has been deeply worked 
to produce plants which can be blanched to the length of 15 to 20 
inches. Sow the seed in spring in beds or drills 6 to 12 inches 
apart, transplant when they have made their third leaf to their 
permanent quarters on land which is rich in manure, the rows be¬ 
ing 2 feet apart. If desirous of obtaining specimens of unusual 
length would advise sowing seed under glass during the month 
of February using shallow flats for the purpose and a compost of 
light rich soil. When the plants are large enough prick off into 
deeper boxes, the plants being 3 inches apart each way, placing at 
the bottom of the box a layer of well rotted manure and on the 
top a compost of rich soil. Harden off and plant out when the 
ground is ready for their reception. To secure vegetables blanch¬ 
ed to a considerable size follow directions as suggested for Celery. 
In dry weather give water and liquid manure frequently and if 
you have the time overhead watering each afternoon is benificial. 

When cold weather sets in lift and store in sand, they should 
keep for a month or longer like this. 

LETTUCE 

(t oz. for 3000 plants or 100 feet of row). For an early crop 
sow the seed in flats under glass or in bot beds during the month 
of February. When the plants are large enough to handle prick 
out into other flats or cold frame, allowing 4 inches eaeh way be- 
tween plants and using a compost of light soil. When ready for 
transplanting to the open select a warm sheltered spot and see 
that the ground has been well dug and enriched with well rotted 
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OKRA OR GUMBO 








PARSNIP 

(1 oz. to 100 ft. of drill. S lbs. to an acre sow IS to 18 




PEAS 



PEPPER 




POTATO 





SALSIFY OR VEGETABLE OYSTER 


02 r ? r ,,“*■* drill) Requires a light’rich soil in an open situa- 
?• cu ,‘ ture recommended torCarrots, roots can be lift- 

in the rail and stored in time. 


(1 oz. for 100 ft. drill) For Manitoba and the West s, 


fall jiist prev _ 
ft apart, thin i 
be made every 


- - ,r very early ii 4 

t when necessary. Successional si 
n days throughout the summer. 


(1 oz. tor 50 hills) Requires same soil and treatment as Citrons. 
1 he summer varieties should be sown in hills 4 ft apart each way 
and winter sorts 6 ft. apart. 

SUGAR BEETS 

Exactly the same treatment as applied to Mangels. The acre- 

f ge .devoted to this crop is increasing each year and should at¬ 
tract the attention of every farmer. All classes of stock are very 
Saccharine ^ r °° ts as t ^ iey conta i n a ver y high percentage of 

TOMATO 

(1 oz to 1500 plants) Sow in hot bed or in shallow boxes 
"i 11 i.ft may ie placed . ,n a sunny window i n the house. Sowings 
should be made approximately about six weeks before planting 
out time. When the second pair of leaves are formed, trans¬ 
plant into small boxes or frames allowing 3 ins between Plants. 
Gradually harden off and plant out when danger of frost is over 
in rows 3 ft. apart. To ensure an early crop, they should be 
grown on the single cardon or stem system which is done by re- 
moving the laterals as fast as they appear. Plants that are al¬ 
lowed to trail on the ground are more prone to disease. 

TURNIP 

GARDEN (1 oz for 50 feet of drill: 2 lbs per acre). For early 
use sow seed in May in the open in drills 1 foot or more apart, 
thin out from 4 to 6 inches according to the variety, avoid over¬ 
crowding. Make successional sowings to the end of June. These 

require a light rich soil. 

FIELD. Sow seed from the 15th May to end of June on firm 
a nd d r ! S ? r o U ,OOSe dl 7. soils on the flat or level from 2 

and one-half to 3 ft apart, thin out from 12 to 15 inches apart. 

7°% adap w f °I a11 T “rmp crops is a light loam of 
superior textile. We have had excellent results from 
our seed, especially on the low flat lands, Cool nights and warm 
heavy'yfelds 3 natura c * lme f° r the Turnip and ensuring 


Quantity and Seed Requisite to Produce a Given 
Number of Plants and Sow an Acre! 


QUANTITY 
PER ACRE 

Artichoke, 1 oz to 500 plants . 6 oz. 

Asparagus, 1 oz to 800 plants . 1 lb. 

Beans, dwarf, 2 lbs to 100 ft of Grill. 1 bu 

Beans, pole. 21bs to 100 hills. y 2 ,, 

Beet, garden. 1 oz to 50 ft of drill . . 6 lbs 

Beet, mangel, 1 oz ,o 50 ft. of drill _ 6 ,, 

Brocoli, 1 ozto 2,500 plants . 8 oz 

Brussels Sprouts, 1 oz to 2,500 plants _ 8 ,, 

Cabbage, loz to 2,500 plants . 8 

Carrot, 1 oz to 100 ft of drill . 3 lb s 

Cauliflower, 1 oz to 2,500 plants . 8 oz 

Celery, 1 oz to 3,000 plants .. 4 „ 

Corn, sweet, 1 lb to 100 hills .. 10 lbs 

Cress, 1 oz to 50 ft of drill . 10 ,, 

Cucumber, 1 oz jo 50 hills ..2 , ,,. 

Egg Plant, 1 oz to 2,000 plants. 4 oz 

Endive, loz to 100 ft of drill . 4 1-2 lbs 

Kale, 1 oz to 2,500 plants . 8 oz 

Kohl Rabi, 2 oz to 100 feet of drill . 3 lbs 

Leek, 1 oz to 100 ft of drill . 4 

Lettuce, 1 oz to 100 feet of drill .... 3 

Melon, Musk, 1 ounce to 100 hills . 2 \\ 

,, Water, 4 ounces to 100 hills-.3 „ 

Okra,l and one-half ounce to 100 ft of drill 8 ,, 

Onion Seed, 1 ounce to 100 feet ofdrill ... 6 ,, 

,. for Sets .. 46 to 80 

Onion Sets. 2 lbs to 40 ft of drill . 8 bu 

Parsnip. 1 ounce to 100 ft of drill . 5 lbs 

Parsley. 1 ounce to 50 ft of drill. 3 f . 

Pea$. garden. 1 lb to 40 ft of drill . 3 bu 

Pepper, 1 ounce to 1500 plants . 4 oz 

Potatoes . .8 to 10 bu 

Pumpkin, 1 quart to 25 hills . 3 to 4 lbs 

Radish. 1 ounce to 100ft ofdrill .... 9 to 10 ,, 

Salsify, 1 ounce to 50 ft. ofdrill . 8 ., 

Spinach. 1 ounce to 100 ft of drill . 8 ,, 

Squash, summer, 1 ounce to 25 hills . 3 ,, 

,. winter, 8 ounce to 100 hills. 3 

Tomato, 1 ounce to 1,500 plants. 4 oz 

Turnip, 1 ounce to 50 ft. drill .2 lbs 
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